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for 15 consecutive years. The alli-

ance came apart after a disagree-

ment over  seat sharing.

The Congress won  42 of the 288

assembly seats while the NCP

won 41. The BJP won 122 and the

Shiv Sena, which also fought sep-

arately,  63 seats. In the just-con-

cluded Lok Sabha elections, the

Congress managed to win just

one Lok Sabha  seat with the NCP

winning four. The BJP won 23

seats and the Shiv Sena 18.

Mumbai-based political ana-

lyst Abhay Deshpande said,

“There is a problem of plenty for

Congress. Its house is not in order

and candidates have lost the

fighting spirit. Not many to top

leaders keen on contesting.”

The Congress also assigned

different regions of the state to

leaders for better election man-

agement. Mukul Wasnik will look

after Vidarbha, Avinash Pande

Mumbai region, Rajni Patil West-

ern and Konkan regions, RC

Khuntia northern region and

Rajeev Satav Marathwada.

LONDON:  Diamantaire Nirav

Modi, wanted in India in connec-

tion with the $2 billion Punjab

National Bank fraud case, was on

Thursday remanded in judicial

custody for another 28 days until

October 17 by the Westminster

Magistrates Court.

The 48-year-old businessman

appeared by video link from

Wandsworth prison in southwest

London, where he is currently

lodged. Under UK law, the jail

remand needs to be renewed

every 28 days.

Magistrate David Robinson

said the extradition trial would

likely be held over five days, from

May 11 to 16 next year, after con-

sultation with lawyers from both

sides. The Indian government

has informed the court through

the Crown Prosecution Service

that if extradited, Modi will be

lodged in Barrack 12 of the

Arthur Road jail in Mumbai.

More remand and case man-

agement hearings are likely to be

held before the extradition trial

begins in May next year. Nirav

Modi has been denied bail three

times in the magistrates’ court.

His appeal against the rejections

was also rejected by the high

court in June, when Judge Ingrid

Simler ruled that he posed a

“flight risk” and could possibly

interfere in witnesses and evi-

dence.

Meanwhile, the ED on Thurs-

day, obtained permission to sell

Modi’s watches, cars, paintings

and other articles, that were

seized by the agency during a raid

earlier this year.

ED had approached the special

PMLA court seeking permission

to sell paintings and other valua-

bles recovered from Modi’s house

Samudra Mahal, eight cars seized

by ED and paintings seized by

Income Tax department.

While the court allowed ED to

sell properties seized from Modi’s

Worli house, along with the eight

cars, it denied ED permission to

sell the paintings recovered by

I-T department. HTC

Nirav Modi to be in 
judicial custody till 
Oct 17: UK court

n Nirav Modi 

HT Correspondent 
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Arguments in the

Supreme Court on Day 27 of the

Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid

case veered around to whether

Hindus had prayed under the

central dome of the demolished

structure, believed to be the

birthplace of Ram, before 1949. 

Senior advocate Rajeev Dha-

van, appearing for the Sunni

Waqf Board, said there was no

such evidence and that the

prayers were restricted to the

Ram Chabutara in the outer

courtyard of the complex. 

Dhavan was addressing a

bench of five judges led by Chief

Justice Ranjan Gogoi while argu-

ing an appeal against the 2010

Allahabad High Court verdict

that divided the disputed 2.77

acres into three equal portions.

Dhavan’s statement evoked a

sharp reaction from one of the

judges on the bench. Justice

Ashok Bhushan intervened

while Dhavan was reading out

the statement of a witness, asking

him not to read in portions. The

judge asked the senior counsel to

read the whole statement, which

established the presence of an

idol at the spot before 1949 and

also that Hindus had prayed to

the central dome from the rail-

ings put up at the site by the Brit-

ish at the disputed site after the

1855 communal riots.

The statement was from a wit-

ness named  Hausila Prasad Tri-

pathi. It is the contention of the

Muslim parties that idols were

placed in the central dome on the

intervening night of December

22-23, 1949. These idols were ear-

lier placed in the Chabutara.

Referring to Tripathi’s state-

ment, Justice Bhushan said: “So

it may not be correct when you

say there is no evidence. How we

appreciate it is different.” He also

pointed to other statements in

which witnesses have claimed to

have  visited the place in 1942 and

prayed inside the dome . 

Dhavan insisted the state-

ments were not “plausible evi-

dence.” His response to Justice

Bhushan’s intervention led to

tense moments in the court. The

senior advocate said he noted

“some aggression in your Lord-

ship’s stand.” Senior advocate CS

Vaidyanathan, who appears for

Ram Lalla (the personification of

the God), objected to Dhavan’s

remarks and called his comments

“unfortunate.” Justice DY Chan-

drachud, another member of the

bench intervened too, following

which Dhavan tendered an apol-

ogy to the bench. He then read out

the cross-examination accounts

of these witnesses and said their

testimonies could not be consid-

ered as evidence. 

A large section of Hindus

believes the 16th century mosque

in Uttar Pradesh was built over a

temple dedicated to Hindu god

Ram, whose birthplace is also

considered to be at the site. A mob

of thousands demolished the

mosque in December 1992.

Meanwhile, the court closed a

contempt case against an 88-year-

old man from Chennai who had

sent a letter to Dhavan cursing

him for arguing the case of Mus-

lim parties in the case. 

No proof that Hindus prayed 
under central dome, SC told

NEW DELHI:  A day after the Centre

banned e-cigarettes, a three judge

bench of the Supreme Court on

Thursday upheld the  govern-

ment’s move to withdraw  excise

exemption to pan masala  manu-

facturers saying  such a step was

in “larger public interest.” 

Delivering a verdict on the

issue -- whether the government

can withdraw concessions given

earlier -- the court held that the

consumption of pan masala with

tobacco as well as pan masala

sans tobacco are both hazardous

to health. “It has further been

found that the percentage of teen-

agers consuming the hazardous

product is very high and, as such,

exposing a large chunk of young

population of this country to the

risk of oral cancer. Taking into

consideration this aspect, if the

state has decided to withdraw the

exemption granted for manufac-

ture of such products, we fail to

understand as to how it can be

said to be not in the public inter-

est,” the judgment stressed. HTC

SC upholds govt’s 
move on pan 
masala makers HT Correspondent 

n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Irked over the Uttar

Pradesh government’s failure to

respond to its notice on a plea by a

16-year-old Muslim girl seeking

validation of her marriage under

Mohammadan law, and release

from a women’s home where she

is currently lodged, the Supreme

Court summoned the state’s

home secretary, asking him to be

present on September 23 before it.

A bench led by Justice NV

Ramana retorted when the UP

government counsel asked for 15

days to file a written response and

said: “You are taking it so lightly.

The girl is kept inside in Nari

Home. Let your secretary home

be present in person on Monday.”

The girl  approached the top

court on September 10 against the

Allahabad high court’s  decision

to send her to a woman’s shelter

home, terming her marriage as

void. Under the Special Marriage

Act, 1954 and the Prohibition of

Child Marriage Act, 2006 the legal

marriageable age for a girl is 18

while for a boy its 21 years. But in

its 2018 verdict in the Shafin

Jahan case, the top court recog-

nized the Mohammadan law and

held that a marriage under the

same is valid if both – the boy and

girl -- profess Islam and had

attained the age of puberty.

In this the girl has asked the

top court to test her case on the

touchstone of the Shafin Jahan

verdict. Filed by advocate Dushy-

ant Parashar the petition said his

client’s marriage was valid

because both the girl (16) and her

husband (24) had attained

puberty, there was an offer and

acceptance, giving and taking of

meher and a nikahnama was

drawn with the consent of both.

The matter reached the high

court after the girl’s father lodged

a kidnapping case against the

husband. In a statement recorded

by the magistrate the girl stated

she had married of her own voli-

tion without any pressure and

that she wanted to live with her

husband. She refused to go back

to her parents after which she

was sent to a women’s home. 

SC summons UP home 
secy in Muslim girl case

HT Correspondent 
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court

has issued notice on a petition

challenging a Jharkhand high

court judgment, refusing to

quash a sedition case registered

against four tribal activists for

allegedly inciting violence by

writing Facebook posts support-

ing the so-called Pathalgadi

movement of the Munda tribal

community. 

The four petitioners have also

been booked under section 66A of

the Information and Technology

Act, a provision the top court had

struck down in 2015. While

upholding the registration of the

case against them, the HC had

allowed criminal proceedings to

continue even under the IT law.

Pathalgadi, having its origin in

a resistance movement by tribals

during British rule, is a practice

of raising huge stone plaques at

village outskirts with warnings

to outsiders not to enter and

declaring the village council, the

only sovereign authority. 

A bench led by Justice LN Rao

sought response from the Jhark-

hand government to the petition

filed by J Vikash Kora, Dharm

Kishor Kullu, Emil Walter Kan-

dulna and Ghanshyam Biruly.

They allegedly incited Munda

tribal members in Khunti village

to attack police on June 26, 2017.

As per the police case, four

policemen posted as security

guards of sitting BJP MP from

Khunti, Kariya Munda, were

abducted by the villagers. This

was in retaliation to a police

attack on the village while a gram

sabha was in progress in Ghagra.

The charges say the four mis-

led and influenced the “innocent

tribals” as members of an organi-

zation called ‘Adivasi Mahasa-

bha’ and ‘A.C. Bharat Sarkar

Kutumbh Parivar’. 

Pathalgadi case: SC notice to J’khand 

BHUBANESWAR:  A 26-year-old man

was awarded death sentence on

Thursday for the rape and mur-

der of a six-year-old girl in Odi-

sha’s Cuttack last year.

A Protection of Children from

Sexual Offences (Pocso) court

handed out capital punishment

to Sheikh Mushtaq after con-

victing him under various sec-

tions of the IPC and the Pocso

Act a day ago.

In April last year, Mushtaq, a

neighbour of the girl in Nischin-

takoili block of Cuttack, had

lured her with the promise of

chocolates. He had then taken

her to a primary school where

he tried to rape her. When the

girl cried out in pain, Mushtaq

had choked her and banged her

face against the wall, injuring

her critically. 

The girl had slipped into a

coma and died in a government

medical college five days later.

The death sentence is fourth

such ruling in the last two

months in Odisha under the

Pocso Amendment Act. HTC

Odisha man gets 
death for rape, 
murder of minor 

party leader KC Padavi and

leader of opposition Vijay Nam-

devrao Wadettiwar have also

been approved. However, many

senior leaders including  Sushil

Kumar Shinde, Milind Deora,

Sanjay Nirupam and Nana Patole

may not be considered for the

assembly elections.  Both the

Congress and the NCP have been

hit by desertions with senior lead-

ers from both the parties defect-

ing to the ruling BJP and the Shiv

Sena in the run-up to the elec-

tions.

Last week, NCP’s Lok Sabha

member from Satara Udyanraje

Bhosale, a descendant of Maratha

warrior king Shivaji, and senior

Congress leader and former state

minister Harshvardhan Patil

joined the BJP.

Another Congress leader said

the party’s first list of candidates

would be out soon after the elec-

tion commission announces the

poll dates for Maharashtra.

The Congress and the NCP

contested the 2014 assembly polls

separately after sharing power

CHANDIGARH:  The Haryana 

unit of Congress has begun 

the process of ticket distri-

bution by inviting applica-

tions, and aspirants are 

being asked to make a decla-

ration that they wear Khadi 

clothes and keep away from 

intoxicating substances.

The applications are 

being sought on a specified 

format with a fee of ₹5,000 

and ₹2,000 for General and 

Scheduled Caste applicants, 

respectively. 

Besides, the aspirants  

have to declare they do not 

believe in any kind of dis-

crimination, be it on the 

basis of religion or caste. PTI

HARYANA CONG SEEKS KHADI VOW

HT Correspondent 
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Uttar Pradesh govern-

ment came under criticism from

the Supreme Court on Thursday

for allowing private claims on

forest lands which, it said, was

done in contravention of its July

1994 order that disallowed diver-

sion of forest land for industrial

purpose. 

A bench led by Justice Arun

Mishra made some strong

remarks against the state when

it asked for a blanket order to

quash all settlement claims

allowed by Forest Settlement

Officers from 1994 onwards,

allowing industries to operate in

the Renukoot-Mirzapur

reserved forest area.

Appearing for the state, solici-

tor general Tushar Mehta said

over 1,000 industries and individ-

uals had laid claim to the

reserved forest land. 

“You keep sleeping. The State

has been sleeping for 26 years

and now you want us to pass

ex-parte order (without hearing

others) to remove everyone,”

said justice Mishra, warning the

state that such a direction would

have “serious repercussions.”

The bench said it would hear

the allottees before accepting UP

government’s plea. The state

was also pulled up for not having

any disciplinary control over its

officials.  “Are these officials

(Forest Settlement Officers) still

passing orders and granting

claims to the forest land,” the

bench enquired from the law

officer.

The court then asked Mehta to

submit a list of all industries and

units that had been granted land

illegally in forest.

In its application filed in the

forest rights case, the UP govern-

ment wants all orders passed

after July 18, 1994 by Forest Set-

tlement Officers and additional

district judges to be declared null

and void. The list of allottees also

includes NTPC and Northern

Coalfields Limited (NCL). 

The state said all orders in

favour of these two units by the

Forest Settlement Officers and

additional district judges should

also be set aside. 

SC criticises UP govt
on forest land claims

Aurangzeb Naqshbandi
n aurangzeb.naqshbandi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Two former chief min-

isters Ashok Chavan and Prithvi-

raj Chavan and state party chief

Balasaheb Thorat are among sen-

ior Congress  leaders whose

names have been cleared as can-

didates by the party’s poll panel

for the upcoming assembly elec-

tions in Maharashtra.

A Congress functionary famil-

iar with the development said the

screening committee tasked with

shortlisting the  candidates has so

far cleared 104 names.

Out of the  288 seats in the state,

the Congress and the Nationalist

Congress Party (NCP) are con-

testing 125 each  leaving 40 for

smaller parties, including the

Samajwadi Party, Swabhimani

Shetkari Sanghatana of Raju

Shetti and the Communist Party

of India (CPI). Congress leaders

have also ruled out any tie-up

with the Vanchit Bahujan

Aghadi, saying its chief Prakash

Ambedkar has made an “unac-

ceptable and unreasonable”

demand seeking the termination

of the party’s long-standing alli-

ance  with the NCP.

The ruling alliance of the BJP

and the Shiv Sena are yet to firm

up their seat-sharing arrange-

ment.  Apart from two former

chief ministers and Thorat, the

names of Congress legislative

Congress turns to party 
veterans for Maha battle 
POLL MODE Ashok Chavan, Prithviraj Chavan, Balasaheb Thorat among likely candidates

n (From left) Ashok Chavan, Prithviraj Chavan and Balasaheb Thorat. HT PHOTOS

courtdiary

COURT REJECTS 
BAIL PLEA OF
DEEPAK TALWAR
NEW DELHI:  The Delhi high 
court Thursday dismissed the 
bail plea of Deepak Talwar, 
arrested by the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) in a money 
laundering case, saying the 
“magnitude of conspiracy 
angle” in it is huge and 
enormous amount of money 
is yet to be trailed. Justice 
Rajnish Bhatnagar denied 
relief to Talwar on the ED’s 
contention that he could flee 
from justice based on his past 
conduct and record of 
investigation, besides the 
fact that his son Aditya— a 
co-accused in the case — is a 
citizen of Antigua and 
Barbuda. Talwar was arrested 
by the Enforcement Director-
ate after his deportation from
Dubai in January.  

NATH NEPHEW TO
BE IN CUSTODY 
TILL OCTOBER 1
NEW DELHI:  A Delhi court on 
Thursday sent Ratul Puri, 
nephew of Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister Kamal Nath, to 
judicial custody till October 1 
in a money laundering case 
related to the alleged 
AgustaWestland chopper 
scam. Special judge Arvind 
Kumar sent Puri to jail after 
he was produced before the 
court by the Enforcement 
Directorate after 14-day 
custodial interrogation. The 
agency said that the probe 
was at a crucial stage and Puri 
should not be released as he 
may influence the ongoing 
probe. The court also allowed 
Puri to take his medicines to 
jail subject to the opinion of 
the jail doctor.

ED OPPOSES 
SHIVAKUMAR 
BAIL PLEA
NEW DELHI:  The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) on Thursday 
opposed the bail application 
of Congress leader DK 
Shivakumar and stated that  
he cannot turn his “tainted 
property” into untainted one 
just by paying taxes.  Appear-
ing for the ED, additional 
solicitor general KM Nataraj 
told special judge Ajay Kumar 
Kuhar that if granted bail, 
Shivakumar may influence 
people privy to his “offence”.  
“The declaration of property 
made by him is irrelevant. The 
question is how he acquired 
it. Even if he pays tax on it, it 
still remains tainted property. 
By just paying tax tainted 
property cannot be turned 
into untainted,” he said, 
adding that the claims made 
by the accused were 
“unbelievable”.

n Deepak Talwar.

HT Correspondent
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Defence minister Raj-

nath Singh on Thursday flew in

the indigenously made Light

Combat Aircraft (LCA), Tejas,

becoming the first defence min-

ister to fly the single-engine

fighter. 

“I feel thrilled. The flight was

smooth and comfortable,” the

minister said after the 30-minute

long sortie. Singh, who was

wearing the anti-gravity suit of

the Indian Air Force, said the

sortie gave him “first-hand”

understanding of the capabili-

ties of the Tejas. 

“It was one the most memora-

ble events of my life,” he told

mediapersons. 

The Tejas is an indigenously

built light-weight, multi-role

supersonic aircraft developed in

both fighter and trainer ver-

sions. Recently, a Naval version

– fighters that are capable of

landing on the deck of an aircraft

career – made an arrestor-wire

landing at a land-based facility in

Goa.

As a rule, senior ministers, in

we can export fighter planes

across the world...Countries in

South East Asia have shown

interest in purchasing Tejas air-

craft,” he said.

Talking about his experience

of flying with the defence minis-

ter, Air Vice Marshal, NTiwari

said, “The Defence Minister con-

trolled the aircraft in the air for

about two minutes and he liked

it. We went all the way up to 2 to

2.5g (gravitational force unit).

But I was showing him more avi-

onics and sophisticated systems

that we have onboard like laser

designation pod, using which

you can pick up targets even

from 20-25 km away.” 

Air Vice Marshal Tiwari is the

LCA Project Director at the

National Flight Test Centre,

ADA (Aeronautical Develop-

ment Agency). “We went close to

Mach 1, the speed of sound, but

he couldn’t make it out. I had to

tell him that this is the speed

now,” Air Vice Marshal Tiwari

said.

The IAF had placed an order

with the HAL – the Bengaluru-

based Defence Public Sector Unit

- for 40 Tejas aircraft. 

Defence minister breaks barrier 
with flight in single-engine fighter

particular, the Prime Minister

and the Defence Minister, avoid

flying single-engine aircraft for

safety reasons. In the past, the

Presidents and Defence Minis-

ters that have flown fighters

with the IAF have stuck to twin-

engine fighters.

On why he chose the Tejas, an

aircraft that was given its Final

Operational Clearance (FOC)

recently, Singh said, “This is an

indigenous plane. Also, I wanted

to check the conditions under

which the fighter pilots fly. This

is why I flew in this aircraft.”

The defence minister also con-

gratulated the Defence Research

Organisation (DRDO) and the

Aviation Development Agency.

“We have reached a level where

n Rajnath Singh. PTI
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Inculcating skill
development and
knowledge in

youth is a sure-shot
way towards eco-
nomic growth and
social development
of a country. Luckily
for India, it has an

existing 65 per cent
of the young popula-
tion that falls into
the working age
group. India recog-
nises the need for
skill development
and has always
been particular
about focussing on
prolific policies for
the young. If the
youth of India rises,
India will rise con-
comitantly.

As India is striv-
ing to become a
knowledge econo-
my, the need of the
hour is to create a
multitude of new
jobs and empower a

large number of Indi-
an youths to take up
industr y-re levant
skill training that
will assist them in
securing an equi-

table livelihood.
"Increased collabo-
ration between the
government and
industry will create
synergies for the pro-

motion of skill devel-
opment activities
and enhanced inno-
vative environment
in the industry," said
Sanjay Aggarwal,

Vice President,
PHDCCI, at a
recent summit
on skill devel-
opment at PHD
House in New
Delhi. Rising
India is a pub-
lic revolution
that enables
common citi-
zens to take
charge for
c h a n g e .
Enabling the
youth by
u p g r a d i n g

their skills to
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
s t a n d a r d s
through signifi-
cant industry
involvement and
c o o p e r a t i o n
between state
and centre is the
objective of the
government's ini-
tiative for skill

development.
Skill development

has taken prece-
dence over other
sectors because it
offers hope to supply
critical human
resource - nationally

and international-
ly. The aim is to
attract young
and talented
administrators

to consider self-
employment or
entrepreneurship for
a catalytic effect on
the economy. Given
the digitalisation of
the world, this is
achievable only if the
academic world and
the technological
world are brought
closer through col-
laborated govern-

ment efforts. 
Rising India is an

endeavour to
empower every sin-
gle citizen of India.
So, we must keep in
pace with the dynam-
ic environment by
creating adept man-
power that has the
ability to work in the
existing sectors of
the economy. 

CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE

As India is striving
to become a
knowledge
economy, it is
imperative to
create a multitude
of new jobs and
empower a large
number of
youngsters

Skilling India’s
In order to bolster India's economy, the need of the
hour is to focus on skill development   

youth
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New Delhi: On a day Trina-
mool Congress chief Mamata
Banerjee met home minister
Amit Shah, the Enforcement
Directorate searched the
premises of TMC’s Rajya Sab-
ha MP K D Singh in a money
laundering investigation
against his company, Alche-
mist Infra Realty Ltd.

The ED searches were car-
ried out at the company’s
premises in Delhi and Chandi-
garh. In January, the agency
had attached assets worth
over Rs 239 crore of the Alche-
mist group on alleged money
laundering charges.

Banerjee had met PM Na-
rendra Modi on Wednesday
before calling on Shah. 

Meanwhile, the CBI on
Thursday issued fresh sum-
mons to former Kolkata police
chief Rajeev Kumar to join in-
vestigation on Friday. TNN

ED searches
premises of

TMC’s RS MP

The Prime Minister urged
the “loudmouths” to al-
so have faith in the Indi-

an Constitution.
When the PM was in Mum-

bai during the Ganpati festival
earlier this month, Uddhav had
first raised the mandir issue in
the PM’s presence at a rally at
BKC, saying that just as the Mo-
di government had nullified Ar-
ticle 370 granting special status
to J&K, it should take steps to
build the Ram temple. Uddhav
had then said, “We have been
speaking in favour of the Ram
temple in Ayodhya from Day 1.
The hearing in the SC has reac-
hed its final stages, and a verdict
will be out soon. However, the
Centre should take appropriate
steps and introduce a special
act for the temple, just as the
government has taken the bold
decision to defang Article 370.” 

On Monday, Uddhav again
said he was confident the gov-
ernment would take steps to
build the temple soon.

Sena spokesperson Anil Pa-
rab said, “He (PM Modi) has the
right to speak his mind. I cannot
comment on his statement.”

PM has right to
speak his mind:

Sena leader

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A day after
“harshly” advising Justice 
D Y Chandrachud not to in-
dulge in conjecture while ap-
preciating evidence on re-
cord in the Ayodhya land dis-
pute case, senior advocate
Rajeev Dhavan, appearing
for Muslim parties, said Jus-
tice Ashok Bhushan’s “ag-
gressive” tone in question-
ing “frightened him a little”.

Arguing before a bench of
CJI Ranjan Gogoi and Justic-
es S A Bobde, Chandrachud,
Bhushan and S Abdul Nazeer
on Thursday, Dhavan said
there was absolutely no evi-
dence to back the claim of Hin-
du parties that idols were wor-
shipped inside Babri Masjid
prior to 1949. He said the idols
were always worshipped at
Ram Chaubtra in the
mosque’s outer courtyard
and these were surreptitious-
ly placed under the central
dome on the intervening
night of December 22-23, 1949,
to desecrate the mosque.

Justice Bhushan pointed
to a witness’s deposition be-
fore the Allahabad high court
that as a 12-year-old, he had
visited the disputed structure
in 1935 and had seen idols be-
ing worshipped inside the
structure. Dhavan said,
“What is the credence of this
witness who is unable to iden-
tify any of the 12 photographs
of the disputed structure?”

Justice Bhushan said, “It is
not a question of believing his
evidence. His evidence was
considered by the HC. I am just
pointing out that there is evi-

dence on record that in 1935,
idols were there inside the
mosque.” When Dhavan stout-
ly countered the witness’s evi-
dence, Justice Bhushan asked,
“Can we not look into the state-
ment if it is relied upon by the
HC, even if it was not pointed
out by Hindu parties?”

Expressing his annoyance
at the judge’s insistence to
look into the evidence, Dhavan
asked, “Is there some aggres-
sion in the judge’s tone
in putting the ques-
tion? I am a little
frightened.” This im-
mediately drew a pro-
test from senior advo-
cate C S Vaidyanath-
an, who said, “It is un-
fortunate that a senior
advocate of Dhavan’s stature
is making allegations that the
judge is aggressive when a
question is put to him.” Refer-
ring to Dhavan’s repeated and
proud flaunting of his ances-
tral connections to the North
West Frontier Province (Pa-
kistan) during the argu-
ments, CJI Gogoi said, “Peo-
ple from NWFP are not fright-
ened easily.” Justice Chandra-
chud, to whose aid Justice

Bhushan had stepped in when
the former was being lectured
by Dhavan on Wednesday for
“venturing into conjectures”,
returned the “favour on
Thursday.

Disapproving Dhavan’s
overreaction, Justice Chan-
drachud said, “We ask search-
ing questions to elicit appro-
priate answers to clear doubts
in our mind. There is no ques-
tion of a judge showing ag-

gression during a
hearing. It is just a
question.”

Dhavan was quick
to apologise to Justice
Bhushan, as he had
done on Wednesday to
Justice Chandrachud

for being “a little harsh”, attri-
buting it to his possible tire-
dness. To Justice Bhushan, he
said, “My apologies. I was a lit-
tle taken aback by the insist-
ence on the question. I have ap-
peared before you (Justice) in
the HC long time ago and then
too you had asked searching
questions.” Dhavan went on to
punch holes in the witness’s
statement about idols being in-
side the mosque since 1935 and
termed it unbelievable. 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: PM Narendra
Modi will embark on a week-
long visit to the US on Friday.
While the first leg of his visit,
to Houston, will see him
meeting CEOs of energy ma-
jors and addressing an Indian
community event — ‘Howdy,
Modi’ — where US President
Donald Trump will also be
present, the PM will travel to
New York on Monday to par-
ticipate in the 74th session of
the UN General Assembly.

Modi’s UNGA address on
September 27, his first since
2014, and a meeting with
Trump on September 24 are
expected to be among the
highlights of his trip. He will
also address meetings on cli-
mate change and terrorism at
the UNGA and host an event
on Mahatma Gandhi.

While it’s not yet clear if the
much talked about Indo-US
trade deal will be finalised dur-
ing the visit, foreign secretary
Vijay Gokhale told journalists
on Thursday that India met the
criteria for trade concessions
under the US Generalised Sys-
tem of Preferences (GSP).

Gokhale was replying to a
query on a bipartisan group of
44 US lawmakers urging the
Trump administration to re-
instate India’s designation as
a beneficiary developing na-
tion under the GSP pro-
gramme as part of the poten-

tial trade deal. Gokhale said it
was up to the US government
to take a decision on the issue
and that the trade deal had to
be “mutually balanced’’.

The US had terminated
India’s designation as a bene-
ficiary developing nation un-
der the GSP on June 5.

“It has always been In-
dia’s position that GSP is a

unilateral decision given by
countries to other countries
based on certain criteria. We
are a developing country, we
meet those criteria. I do not
recall us ever stating we are
not interested in GSP. To my
recollection, the US unilater-
ally withdrew that conces-
sion from us,” Gokhale said.

On the likely Indian agenda

at the UNGA, the government
is unlikely to bring up Article
370-related developments on its
own because, as the foreign sec-
retary said, it was an internal
issue. He also said terrorism
was not going to be the only fo-
cus area for India at the UNGA.

“Article 370 is an internal is-
sue. Terrorism is one among
many issues. The focus will be
on India’s role on the global
stage, the PM will present his
vision in this regard,’’ Gokhale
said. Modi is also expected to
have bilaterals with 15-20 world
leaders apart from Trump.

Modi will have his first en-
gagement in Houston on Sep-
tember 21in the form of a meet-
ing with CEOs of 16 energy ma-
jors including ExxonMobil,
BP and Emerson Electric Com-
pany. The next day, he will ad-
dress the ‘Howdy, Modi’ event
which will be attended by more
than 50,000 people, including
Trump and a bipartisan group
of US Congressmen. In New
York, Modi will hold a round-
table with CEOs of 45 MNCs.

On September 23, the PM
will participate in climate
change, universal healthcare
summits and leaders dialogue
on terror responses. He will
host a special event, ‘Leader-
ship Matters: Relevance of
Gandhi in the Contemporary
World’, on September 24
where he will be joined by
leaders of, among others, Sin-
gapore and South Korea.

Modi leaves for ‘howdy, US’ trip today 

US President Donald Trump has said that he may make an
announcement at the mega ‘Howdy, Modi’ event in Houston

on Sunday when he would join PM Narendra Modi in addressing
the 50,000-strong Indian diaspora. The White House on Monday
announced that Trump would join Modi at the Houston rally on
September 22 as a “special gesture” by the US President to
underscore the special bond between the two countries. “Could
be. I have a very good relationship with PM Modi,” Trump told
reporters on Wednesday while responding to a question if there
would be any announcement when he goes to Houston for the
rally. Trump did not elaborate. TNN

Trump hints at announcement at PM rally

PM Modi and President Trump in Osaka, Japan, in this June 28 photo

New Delhi: India on Thurs-
day hit out at Pakistan for de-
nying use of its airspace to
PM Narendra Modi’s flight
for his upcoming visit to the
US, saying that wasn’t the
way normal states behave.
The government, however,
seemed undecided about
whether or not it planned to
approach ICAO, which is re-
sponsible for international
air navigation, against Pakis-
tan’s decision.

“It’s an unfortunate situa-
tion where a country denies
overflight to head of state of
another country. But it’s true
when there’s a normal coun-
try. Hope Pakistan will real-
ise its folly,’’ said foreign sec-
retary Vijay Gokhale. He add-
ed though that India as of now
did not intend to approach
any international body over
Pakistan’s decision. “But if
they’re in violation of norms
of International civil avia-
tion organisation that’s a pos-
sibility we can certainly con-
sider,” he said.

Pakistan foreign minister
S M Qureshi had earlier said
that permission for over-
flight had been denied “in the
light of the current situation
in Kashmir, India’s attitude
and atrocities there’’.

India may not
escalate Pak
airspace row

The Supreme Court on Thursday closed contempt
proceedings against 88-year-old retired government servant

N Shanmugam after he tendered an unconditional apology for
writing a letter to senior advocate Rajeev Dhavan and cursing
him with physical disabilities for appearing against deity Ram
Lalla. Dhavan’s counsel Kapil Sibal and Ejaz Maqbool accepted
the octogenarian’s apology but said such things should not
happen when a counsel appears for any party. The bench
headed by CJI Ranjan Gogoi disapproved writing of such
malicious letters while closing the contempt proceedings. TNN

SC closes contempt proceedings after
88-year-old apologises to Dhavan

Ayodhya case: Lawyer in SC
accuses judge of ‘aggression’

Chidanand.Rajghatta
@timesgroup.com

Washington: Angry and ove-
rwrought exchanges and char-
ges of genocide, terrorism, hu-
man rights violation, sexual
abuse and worse are erupting
between Pakistani and Indian
partisans in the US in the run-
up to the ‘Howdy, Modi’ event
in Houston on Sunday where
pro-India activists say hun-
dreds of protestors are being
bussed in by organisers from
mosques and Islamic centres
in the region.

Supporters of the Modi ral-
ly where US President Donald
Trump will also be in attend-
ance are tagging Houston Po-
lice, the FBI, US Secret Ser-
vice, and immigration author-
ities to highlight the fact that
places of worship are being
used for political activism,
leading to furious exchanges
on the salience of religion in
exposing purported civil liber-
ties and human rights abuse.

The issue first surfaced on
social media when an activist
posted a list of 13 pick-up loca-
tions for protestors being

bussed in for demonstrations
against the ‘Howdy, Modi’ ral-
ly with the remark, “SU-
PRISE SUPRISE the bus pick-
ups for those protesting
against Modi & Trump are the
mosques of #Houston. See
how this works yet? Mosques

their efforts to embarrass Mo-
di with a fervid campaign that
involves constant references
to genocide, Hitler, Nazism,
nuclear war etc.

The high-pitched campai-
gn has had little effect so far on
Modi’s programme or the glob-
al attention he is getting.

The rest of the world is
treating the shrill rhetoric,
much of it from the playbook
of Pakistan’s PM Imran Khan,
with the diplomatic equiva-
lent of an eye-roll.

Among Modi’s engage-
ments in New York includes a
‘leaders’ dialogue on strate-
gic responses to terrorist and
violent extremist narra-
tives’, jointly hosted by King
of Jordan, New Zealand PM,
French President and UN
Secretary General. 

Modi is also slated to at-
tend an event to commemo-
rate 150th anniversary of Ma-
hatma Gandhi at UN.

Showing no sign of relent-
ing, the Pakistan campaign wi-
ll arrive in New York this
weekend even as Modi and Tr-
ump head there from Houston.

Full report on www.toi.in

are not simple places of wor-
ship. They are places of co-or-
dination & control”

“Much like churches, vil-
lage galls, town halls, schools
and many other buildings
that serve a local community.
Your point?” asked one 
protest supporter who saw
nothing wrong in the pick-up
from mosques. 

“Her point is why only
mosques? Why not other lo-
cal community buildings like
churches, villages halls,
town halls school etc.?” came
one response. And from an-
other: “Imagine the horror
had these pickups were from
temples, then it would have
labelled ‘Hindu terror.’ India
partisans also pointed to vio-
lence that accompanied such
protests by Pakistanis in Lon-
don and Pretoria while alert-
ing local authorities.

Undeterred by the solid en-
dorsement by the Trump ad-
ministration for the rally and
for India’s narrative on Kash-
mir amid stray concerns
about the human rights situa-
tion in the Valley, Pakistan and
its supporters have cranked up

Mosques pick-up points for anti-Modi
rally? India & Pak expats clash online

HEARING ON

Thousands of British Pakistanis
descended on London and 
indulged in violent acts, 
including smashing windows of
the Indian high commission on
September 4. Indians in US are
alerting local authorities of
earlier attacks in the run up to
the ‘Howdy, Modi’ event 

�Continued from P 1

India Meets Criteria For US Trade Concessions: MEA On Eve Of PM Visit
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